LESSON    PROJECTS
Form: 9

Topic: Three Branches of Power

Elaborated by: S. G. Usataya 



   V. V. Dimitrova-Koleva

Theoretical lyceum: Ivan Vazov

Strategies and techniques: discussion, making a choice, translation, filling in, true or false, scanning, matching, agree and disagree, Vienne diagram, table filling, classification, comparison and contrast, creative work (a short essay writing).

Objectives: Pupils will be able:

a) to learn and use the vocabulary of the lesson in various tasks, exercises;
b) to express their points of view, connect their knowledge to the real life;
c) to compare and contrast the political systems of the UK, the USA and Moldova;                                                                                                                   

d)  to apply their knowledge and comprehension of the topic by expressing opinions, generalization, interpretation, commentary;
e) to suggest ideas and solutions to the discussion points;
f) to use grammar material in oral and written speech.

Stage I : Pre-Reading

1. Discussion points.

a. What kind of state is Moldova?

b. What political parties do you know in Moldova?

c. Who makes law in Moldova?

d. Who is the head of the state in Moldova?

e. Which institutions represent the legislative, executive and judicial power?

2. Choose the right definition.
Democracy is a) a form of the government in which all the classes of people share in the government by choosing their representatives; b) a form of the government in which rich classes share in the government; c) a form of the government elected by businessmen.

3. Memorize the new words.

Hymn, coat- of- arms, make (laws, treaties), enforce law, government, the head of the government, elect, vote, supreme, suffrage, significance, representative, succeed.
4. Translate the sentences concerning the power of the president.

a) The president is elected for a four-year term.

b) He formulates public policy.

c) He can veto any bill passed by the Congress.

d) He appoints the federal justice.

e) He appoints the heads of the executive branch, the candidates are conformed by a vote of the Senate.
f) The President is responsible for foreign relations.

g) He appoints ambassadors and other officials.

h) He is the commander-in- chief of the armed forces.

5. Match the countries to their legislative power.

The USA           


Duma

Mongolia



Bundestag

Great Britain


Hural

Germany



Congress

Russia



Parliament

The Ukraine


Seim

Poland 



Rada

 6.Match definitions to the words.

The Congress


a) a group of people who are elected to make laws

The Parliament

b) which has two main houses

To elect


c) a person who has a legal power to vote

Citizen



d) the American parliament

Bicameral legislature

e) to choose somebody for a job by voting
Government


f) a group of people who control the country

7.Join the pairs of synonyms.

1. constitution


a. whole

2. home policy

b. rule

3. promulgate


c. prime minister

4. govern


d. domestic policy

5. premier


e. fundamental law

6. integral


f. declare

8.Identify the meaning of the notions.

An absolute monarchy

a ruler who has total unlimited power

A dictator



a monarch who has unlimited power

A constitutional monarch

the family of a king or a queen
Monarchy



a monarch whose power is limited by the Constitution

The royal family


a system of governing by a monarch

9. Agree or disagree.

1. Officially the Parliament appoints the Prime Minister.

2. The parliament is made up of two houses-the House of Lords and the House of Commons.

3. The Congress of the USA is made up of the House of Representatives and the Cabinet.

4. The Americans say:” The President proposes, but the Congress disposes.”

5. The president of Moldova can dissolve the parliament.

6. The President can declare laws unconstitutional.

7. Democracy is based on an independent judiciary.

8. The selection of judges should be based only on competence.

Stage II – While – Reading.

1. Scan the texts and fill in the table.
a. Ex. 3 page 57 (textbook)

b. It is rather difficult to understand the British way of ruling the country. In Britain the Queen is the Head of the State but in fact she doesn’t rule the country as she has no power. The Queen is a symbol of the country history and its traditions. She travels about the United Kingdom, meets different people and visits schools, hospitals and other special places. The real power in the country belongs to the British Parliament and to the British Government. The British Parliament has two houses: the House of Lords and the House of Commons. The House of Lords doesn’t have much power, but it can offer and change laws, it can delay laws too. The House of Commons makes Laws about the policy of the country, taxes and many other things. The members of the House of Commons are elected every five years.
c. The US government consists of three branches. The first branch is the Congress. The Congress is a meeting of representatives from all the states. The people elect these representatives. The Congress makes the laws that everybody must obey. The Congress is divided into two parts, the Senate and the House of Representatives. Every state sends two representatives to the Senate. These people are called senators. Each state also sends people to the House of Representatives. The number of congressmen depends on the number of people who live in the state. All in all there are 435 congressmen in the House of Representatives. A representative’s term is two years. A senator’s term is six years. The Constitution gives many important powers to the Congress. One of the important powers is the power to declare war.
The second branch of government is the President and his helpers. They carry out the laws the Congress makes. The President signs bills and they become law. The Vice-President and members of the Cabinet help the President to make decisions. The US President  is Commander in Chief of country’s armed forces.

The third branch of government is the Supreme Court. It is made up of nine judges. They have to make sure that the President and the Congress follow the Constitution. The judges work in the Supreme Court as long as they live.

	Country
	Legislative power
	Houses

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


2. Do the Vienne Diagram to find common points and differences between the countries and their legislative powers.

Stage III – Post-Reading.
1. Fill in the gaps in the sentences.

1. Moldova is ________ republic.

2. The President _______ by the people.

3. The Parliament represents _____ branch of power.

4. The Federal Government represents _______ branch of power.

5. The President appoints ________ of the Government.

6. The Supreme Court represents _______ branch of power.

7. The president can dissolve ________.

8. Moldova ______ its Declaration of Independence in 1991.

9. There are 100 _______ in the Parliament.

1. A presidential 2. Is elected 3. The legislative 4. The executive 5. Ministers 6. The judicial branch 7. The Parliament 8. Adopted 9. Deputies.
2. Read the quotations about power. Translate them, comment on the quotation you have liked best of all.

a. Every nation has the government that it deserves.
J. D. Maistre
      b. The best government is that governs most of all.







J. O. Sillvans

      c. The whole art of government consists in being honest.







T. Jefferson

      3. Read The Bill of Rights to learn your rights in the democratic state.

A. All people have the right to say what they want. B. All people practice any religion they like. C. All people have the right to equal protection under the laws. D. All people have the right to property. E. All people have the right to vote freely.

4. Write a short essay “If I were a president ….” 

Do you agree that an ideal president must be: a great leader and determined; hard-working and patient; clever and responsible; a real personality and a great politician, a woman ….
